
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : WEDNESDAY, 16 JULY 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES THE ARREST OF SUSPECTS FOR KILLING A 

POLICE OFFICER. 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 

welcomed the arrest of a- 33 years old woman who allegedly killed his husband in 

Ladysmith. 

On 23 May 2014, Warrant Officer, Bongani Sibusiso Xaba, (50) was travelling along the 

Collings Pass, Elandslaagte. At the time, he was accompanied by his 33-year-old wife. It 

was subsequently alleged by the wife that the vehicle gave problems and when her husband 

stopped to investigate, two people appeared from the bushes and attacked the couple.  

Warrant Officer Xaba was severely beaten and two cell phones were allegedly stolen. He 

was rushed to hospital where he later died on 22 June 2014. A case of murder was opened 

by Elandslaagte SAPS. Warrant Officer Xaba was employed at the Ladysmith Vehicle 

Identification Section (VIS). 

During the investigation of the case, detectives from Elandslaagte SAPS found that the wife 

had hired a 29-year-old man to murder her husband. The attack on the couple had not been 

a random opportunistic act but had been carefully planned. On Monday, 14 June 2014, the 

29-year-old hit man was arrested at Roosboom and the wife of Warrant Officer Xaba was 

arrested at Steadville. During the arrest of the wife the stolen cell phones were recovered in 

her possession. Both suspects will appear in the Ladysmith Magistrate’s Court tomorrow, 17 

July 2014 facing murder charge. 

 



 

Mchunu commended the police on the good work done to affect this arrest. 

“We have warned time and again that police in KwaZulu-Natal will always work around 

the clork to arrest the perpetrators of crime in the province. The police have once 

again done us proud and we wish to congratulate them for the work well done. Going 

forward, we urge the communities in the province to work closely with the police to 

eliminate crime and criminality”. says Mchunu. 

Meanwhile, Mchunu is dismayed at the stabbing of a Pietermaritzburg police officer. The 

police officer was working a night duty shift when he was stabbed by a suspect who was 

under police custody. Currently the officer is fighting for his life in the local hospital. 
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